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Practical Information Sheet
Water according to the root zone and the plant’s growth—not the calendar.
Before watering
Check below the surface with a finger, wooden probe, pot weight, or moisture reading. Confirm that the plant’s species, pot, temperature, and light justify watering.
Water thoroughly
Apply water slowly across the surface until the entire root ball is wet and excess leaves the drainage hole. Empty saucers after drainage.
Different plants, different drying
Most foliage plants are watered after the upper layer begins to dry. Cacti and many succulents need deeper drying. Newly planted outdoor plants need closer observation until roots extend into surrounding soil.
Recognize trouble
Constantly wet mix, odor, fungus gnats, translucent tissue, or a plant that wilts while wet suggests root stress. Crispy tissue, shrinking mix, and an unusually light pot suggest drought. Similar symptoms can have different causes, so inspect roots and mix before acting.
Water quality and hygiene
Use clean water near room temperature. Avoid repeatedly wetting crowns or leaves that remain cold and still. Clean tools and do not move runoff from a diseased plant to another pot.
Sources
Purdue Extension — Indoor plant care
University of Minnesota Extension — Watering houseplants
Related Information Sheets
Standard Potting Mixes
Pot Sizing
Liquid Fertilizer
Plant Health
Sharing and reuse
© 2026 James Taylor · Plant Education Project. The original human-authored text in this Information Sheet is licensed under Creative Commons Attribution–NonCommercial 4.0 International (CC BY-NC 4.0).
You may share and adapt this text for noncommercial purposes. Credit the author and Plant Education Project, link to the source and license, and identify any changes. These permissions cannot be withdrawn from users who comply with the license, including for copies already released.
Photographs, illustrations, logos, quotations, and other third-party material are excluded from this text license and retain their individual rights and permissions. Separately published articles and book manuscripts are not licensed by this notice.


Sharing and image credits
Original Information Sheet text is licensed under Creative Commons Attribution–NonCommercial 4.0 International (CC BY-NC 4.0). Credit James Taylor and the Plant Education Project, link to the source and license, and identify changes. Photographs and other third-party material retain the rights and permissions stated with each image.
Plant Education Project · Page 




